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Celtic

building 
community

PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Girls' Basketball 
hosted a special-needs 
basketball camp for 
some amazing athletes.

Two big names come to 
coach basketball and 
soccer at PC.

A Look Back: How 
three Sisters shaped 
Providence Catholic.



“What does it avail me  
that this birth is always happening 

if it does not happen in me?  
That it should happen in me is what 

matters. 
What good is it to me for the 

Creator to give birth to his Son  
if I do not also give birth to him in 

my time and culture?   
This, then, is the fullness of time:  

when the Son of God is begotten in 
us.”

My heartfelt thanks and admiration,

 
 
Fr. John Merkelis, O.S.A.

 
 
 

“What does God do all day long? 
He gives birth. . .God is creating this 

whole universe, 
full and entire in this present 

moment.” 
-Meister Eckhart, Dominican 

Theologian 

May celebrates new life.  The flowers 
on the property are budding (some are 
blooming a little early!)  May is the 
month of Mary, and the celebration of 
our mothers.  May is an Easter month 
which marks our new birth into life 
with Christ. 

Although we have come to the 
conclusion of the school year, there 
are signs of new life even among 
students and staff that are exhausted 
from their efforts this year.  This 
issue of the Celtic Review highlights 
so many accomplishments and 
initiatives. Coach Eileen Copenhaver 
led the way, beginning with the 
Girls’ Basketball Special Needs Coed 
Basketball Camp in January.  We 
celebrated 50 Years of Girls’ Sports at 
Providence Catholic, coinciding with 
the 50th anniversary of the historic 
Title IX.  I’m so proud of Kailee 
O’Sullivan’s dedication to promoting 
mental health through Morgan’s 
Message.  My heart was moved at 

the similarity of her message with 
that of Brent Sopel, the former 
Chicago Blackhawk who addressed 
our hockey program.  Both conveyed 
the importance of Community in 
emphasizing, “You are not alone!”

Academically, you will see the 
updates about the success of the Math 
Team and the impressive number 
of Illinois State Scholars.  Note the 
pictures of smiling students who 
are involved in so many creative 
classroom endeavors and service 
projects.  Mr. “Kenny” Raymond, 
who serves as our institutional 
memory, provides a tribute to the 
“Big Three” dynamic religious 
Sisters of Providence whose work 
was foundational to our success.  Oh, 
and don’t miss the achievements of 
our Fine Arts program!

It has been a challenging year in 
many respects at times, but a year 
of accomplishments and progress as 
well.  I hope and pray that we have 
advanced in the most important area, 
the formation of character.  May God 
guide our mission to instill courtesy, 
kindness, discipline, dedication, 
effort, good humor - faith, hope and 
love!  St. Augustine gets the last 
word:
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Elizabeth Kulpinski Marissa Massaro
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I arrived at the Providence campus in 
the spring of 1965 to coach track. The 
principal at the time was Brother Edmund. 
He offered me a contract to teach in the 
social studies department and coach track 
for the 65-66 school year.  The following 
school year, Brother Edmund was 
transferred and Brother Daniel took his 
place.  There were three dynamic women 
who changed the course and direction of 
Providence: the “Big Three” are Sister 
Joseph Eleanor Ryan, Sister Julia Shea 
and Sister Janet (later Sister Jane Bodine).

Remember that Providence was originally 
a school for girls with a curriculum 
that reflected such: a basic high school 
curriculum with electives centered around 
business and secretarial skills providing 
job opportunities for young women.  Both 
the Christian Brothers and the Sisters of 
Providence agreed that the curriculum 
needed improvement.  Brother Dan was 
busy recruiting to increase the number 
of boys in the school; he also chaired 
the effort to “Save Our School”.  The 
work of establishing a more challenging 
curriculum fell to the Sisters of 
Providence.

I found Sister Joseph Eleanor Ryan 
quite impressive. She taught English and 
managed the English Department. She 
was quiet and scholarly, and expected 
excellence both of herself and her 
students.  After teaching for nearly fifty 
years, she undertook a new project for 

the order, travelling from Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, IN to Rome, Italy gathering 
research for the cause of sainthood for 
Mother Theodore Guerin. Sister Eleanor’s 
work is nearly 900 pages and has been 
translated into English, French, Italian and 
Latin. She also wrote volumes of poetry 
currently in the Sisters of Providence 
Archives.  She wrote, “Call to Courage: 
A story of Mother Theodore Guerin”. 
Besides being a poet, scholar, and linguist, 
she wrote plays and a history of the 
Sisters of Providence.  Born in 1909, she 
died in 1991.  

Sister Joseph Eleanor

Sister Julia Shea was the last of the 
Providence Sisters at Providence. She 
was Assistant Principal for Fr. Kaffer, 
and much of the upgraded curriculum is 
attributed to her. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in social studies from Saint Mary-
of-the Woods College and a Master’s 
Degree in English from Indiana State 
University.  As assistant principal, she 
wanted to make sure class content met 
high standards and that teachers were well 
organized and prepared. She insisted that 
teachers with less than five years’

Sister Julia Shea

experience submit written lesson plans to 
her. She toured classes regularly to insure 
that content matched presentation. After 
she left Providence, she would take a year 
sabbatical at Notre Dame before serving 
as an administrative assistant to the 
Bishop of Springfield from 1984 to 1997.  
She died in 2007. 

The third member of the “Big Three" is 
Sister Janet, although she later would 
return to her own name, Sister Jane 
Bodine. The name “Bodine” in French is 
translated “bold one.” Her father would 
often tell her that meeting and overcoming 
challenges is a Bodine way of life. Sister 
Jane met the challenges. Her education 
included a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Physics and English at Saint-Mary-
of -the Woods College and a Master’s 
Degree in Chemistry from Notre Dame, 
with graduate studies in journalism and 
secondary school administration.  Sister 
Jane was an assistant principal for five 
years. She had tireless energy, moving 
quickly down the halls - you had to be 
careful you didn’t get hit by the cross she 
wore around her neck which swayed like 
a pendulum!

Sister Janet

Sister Janet left high school teaching to 
devote her energy to Adult Education. In 
1970 she created the United Southside 
Community Organization Adult Education 
Program in Indianapolis which she 
directed for eight years. She said of this 
ministry, “There I learned the reality of 
poverty, the very limited options available 
to the truly poor.” She was awarded 
the Service of Mankind Award by the 

Each issue, we feature a special segment 
written by Ken Raymond, a long-time 
teacher, coach, and proud Celtic! Kenny 
Ray, as he's known around school, is a 
guru of Providence history and will be 
sharing more of his stories via our social 
media channels. 
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strong leadership was essential at a 
time when Providence needed it the 
most.  They not only talked the talk, 
they walked the walk.

Personally I enjoyed discussing 
literature with Sister Joseph Eleanor, 
along with her subtle humor. Sister 
Jane and Julia were mentors to 
me. As a young teacher, I needed 
the guidance and direction they 
provided. As a young department 
chair my interaction with Sister 
Julia was such a positive experience.  
What I remember the most are their 
smiles, the energy, the dedication 
to their professions, and the 
professionalism they exhibited. I was 
overwhelmed at how they displayed 
their Christian values. They accepted 
Christ’s two great commandments; 
love God and love your neighbor 
as yourself. This they did through 
a lifetime of prayer, service and 
sacrifice.

So many orders have been at 
Providence Catholic over the years. 
Stay tuned to our social media 
this summer for some interviews 
with Kenny Ray on this and more 
Providence history! Do you have a 
favorite Providence memory? Send 
it to celtics@providencecatholic.org.

Sertoma Club of Downtown Indianapolis, 
the first given to a woman religious. They 
said of her that she “personifies the ideals 
of a Providence nun, as expressed in the 
writings of Mother Theodore.”

In 1978, Sister Jane created the Office of 
Congregational Advancement. In six years 
she raised funds to renovate the interior of 
the Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
the building of Karcher Hall, the north/
south wing of Mother Theodore Hall, 
and set the foundation for fundraising 
the Order continues to build upon. Her 
experiences and growing reputation 
as a pioneer in fundraising for women 
religious led to the Lilly Endowment in 
Indianapolis offering her a $2.5 million 
grant to educate leaders of congregations 
on the principles and processes of 
fundraising.  She has been called the 
“Wonder Woman of Development.” 
She was recognized two more times by 
the Lilly Endowment with their service 
award. Born in 1919, she died in 2017.

All of this material came from the website 
of the Sisters of Providence. I chose these 
three Sisters because of their educational 
background, and the leadership they 
provided at a critical time in our school’s 
history. Sister Jane and Sister Julia 
quickly realized that we needed to be co-
educational not co-institutional. That was 
rare and in many ways groundbreaking 
for Catholic education in the Chicagoland 
area. Both merged the courses offered 
by the Brothers and Sisters to maximize 
efficiency. They determined which 
electives should remain and which needed 
to be changed to serve the needs of a 
school moving toward a college prep 
program.

I believed all three women had strong 
feelings for advancing the cause for 
women entering the field of medicine 
not only as nurses, but also as doctors, 
surgeons and technicians. Why 
couldn’t women be lawyers, CEOs and 
entrepreneurs as well?  They were truly 
trailblazers!

These three women were all born 
before 1920 when there were limited 
opportunities for women.  The  19th 
Amendment was ratified in 1920, and 
these sisters used their education to 
benefit others, particularly women.  Their 

Join the Celtic Alumni Club on 
Facebook for alumni updates, 
news and events! You'll even see 
photos posted from previous 
yearbooks (like these) once in 
awhile as we look back at Celtic 
history.
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On Friday, January 27, 2023, Providence 
Catholic welcomed boys’ basketball 
alumni back for the varsity game. It was a 
special night for one basketball alumnus in 
particular – Walter Downing, Class of 1981. 
“In Walter’s four years as a varsity starter, 
his team collected 104 wins,” says Frank 
Palmasani, Junior & Senior Counselor 
and Walter’s former basketball coach at 
Providence Catholic. “They won four 
regional titles, four sectional titles, achieved 
three super-sectional victories, and had a 
third place state finish – in addition to a state 
championship in 1979.” Palmasani coached 
Downing as the team fought their way to the 
state championship. During the ceremony, 
President Father John Merkelis, OSA, 
Principal Paul Houston, Athletic Director 
Doug Ternik, and Varsity Basketball Coach 
Kyle Murphy presented a replica of the 
jersey Downing wore during the 1979 state 
championship, and a ball that acknowledges 
his point totals.

John MacBean  ’79 is 
currently tied for 4th 
all-time in the World for 
Raw Bench Press in the 
Master class 60 - 64 / 
275lbs weight class with 
a bench of 446.6 Lbs. He 
is also the current State 
Discus Champion in the 
Senior Olympics 60 - 64 
years old. “I hope to take the #1 ranking in 
the master bench by July of this year,” he 
says.

Alumni Mike Kashirsky 
‘95 (White Sox pre-game 
instructor) and Dan 
Dement ‘96 (Tampa Bay 
hitting coach) recently 
caught up at the old ball 
game!

WJOL’s Scott Slocum interviewed Brittany 
Pirc ‘14 about making it to the Boston 
Marathon. Brittany was involved in a 
terrible car accident in March of ’12, during 
her time at PCHS, and had to relearn how 
to walk again - and she is now running 
marathons!

Congratulations to 
Providence alumnus 
Mariano Sori-Marin, 
signed by the 49ers!

Head Football Coach 
Tyler Plantz '10 was 
named WJOL’s Coach of 
the Year. Coach Plantz, a 
University of Notre Dame 
graduate, knows the value 
of academics and athletics 
together and led the 
2022-2023 Celtic football 
team to a second place finish in the state 
championship.

Claudia Utz, part of the 
reigning NFCA All-
American duo with Gina 
Followell, was named to the 
2023 Tucci/NFCA Division 
III Player and Pitcher 
of the Year Watchlist. 

Claudia ranks fourth nationally in home 
runs per game at 0.41, seventh in slugging 
percentage at 0.977, and 13th in home runs 
with 13.

Class of 2019 alumnae 
Abby Ragusa, Carly 
Renfro, and Maddy Bear 
met up in London. Carly 
and Abby graduated early 
from college and planned 
to backpack around Europe 
for a month, and Maddy headed to Europe 
for three weeks during her winter break to 
backpack as well.

Girls' basketball alums 
had the chance to square 
off against each other this 
season! Carthage College 
guard Lauren Knight played 
Lawrence University’s 
Sophie Morey and Bailey 
Griffis. 

ThrowbackThursday: Mr. 
Kenny Raymond came to 
PC in the spring of 1965 
as a coach, and helped 
create the first girls cross 
country team (initially a 
co-ed cross country team) 
in 1977. Though it started 
with one female runner, 
Ellen Podoba, who ran against the boys, 
it has grown into a thriving team over the 
last 45 years. Mr. Raymond still assists in 
coaching, and brought in one of his oldest 
pieces of spirit wear from that 1978 team 
- a shirt emblazoned with the number 129 
on the sleeve. This number represents the 
number of stairs the runners had to climb at 
the Palos toboggan slides, where they would 
practice once a week. “Terry (McAlpin) 
Grossmeyer and Ellen Podoba were the first 
two,” says Mr. Raymond. “I believe Gerri 
Schubert ran as well.”

Thank you to these very special Providence 
ladies for the surprise homemade treats for 
faculty and staff! Judy Legan, Marcia Smith 
and Barb Muehler were very gracious in 
making and serving the treats. Judy served 
as a math teacher, track coach and Director 
of Studies before retiring as Assistant 

Principal at PC. Marcia is 
the mother of Providence 
grads and our very own 
Coach Mark Smith. Barb 
served as Providence’s first 
Kairos Director and taught 
Theology, PE, German and 
History over the years. Once 
a Celtic, always a Celtic! 

Providence Catholic 
Counselor Mr. Frank 
Palmasani has been 
elected to the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame, 
as a Friend of Basketball! 
Mr. Palmasani followed Pat Sullivan as head 
basketball coach at PCHS. He started with a 
record of 2-22 but within a few short years 
he coached the 1979 state championship 

team. He began working 
in college admissions 
at Hinsdale South, later 
returning to Providence. 
He is a noted author, 
writing about the college 
admissions process, and is 
a consultant to WGN - as 

well as being featured in the Boston Herald 
and the Chicago Tribune. He is definitely 
a vital support for families and students as 
they navigate college admissions! 

Looking to plan 
your class reunion? 
Contact Susan King, 
Director of Alumni 
Relations & Special 
Events, at skking@
providencecatholic.org 
or 815-717-3162. 

Class 
Reunions
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Breakfast with Santa was another wonderful event that saw many 
alumni return to campus with their families – all of whom are on the 
nice list! Thank you to the Celtic elves and of course Elsa for coming 
by to visit with the kids.

TRIVIA NIGHT

Thank you to everyone who came out for Trivia Night! Parents, 
alumni, and friends of PC competed to see which team is the 
trivia champion. Check out more upcoming events at www.
providencecatholic.org!

50 YEARS OF GIRLS SPORTS AND TITLE IX

Providence Catholic celebrated 50 Years of Girls Sports and Title IX. 50 years ago, Title 
IX created the opportunity for official girls sports, and teams began forming at Providence 
Catholic. Our panelists discussed what it was like to experience the start of female athletics, 
the obstacles and partnerships and wins along the way, and how much athletics and 
scholarships for female athletes have changed over the course of 50 years. The full video 
will be available online. Thank you to our panelists and keynote speaker for the incredible 
conversation and stories shared, and to Coach Eileen Copenhaver for bringing this event 
to PC. And thank you to all the female athletes - past and present - who came back to share 
in the celebration! Moderator: Shannon (Conroy) Withers '95. Keynote Speaker - Carolyn 
O'Connell. PCHS Alumnae Q&A Panel: Nan Airola, Judy Legan, Mary (Sullivan) Colbert '77, 
Leanne (Burla) Kubinski '79, Sue (Miller) Bell '82, Beth (Rancic) Shannon '82, Kim (Ogurek) 
Kramer '00, and Michelle Karr Bommersbach '08.

Visit the online spirit 
shop to purchase your 

providence catholic gear!

Visit the alumni page online at 
www.providencecatholic.org/alumni 

for upcoming events, including:  

Friday, September 29, 2023
Homecoming - Alumni Tent

Saturday, September 30, 2023
Homecoming -  

Alumni Mass and Tours

Tuesday, December 19, 2023
Christmas Mass 

Saturday, December 9, 2023
Breakfast with Santa 

Friday, February 23, 2024
Alumni Trivia Night

Friday, April 19, 2024 
Green and White Alumni  

Hall of Fame

providencecatholic.org
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MAY GOD HOLD THEM IN THE PALM OF HIS HANDS. PCHS WAS NOTIFIED OF THE PASSING OF THE FOLLOWING . . 

Alumni

Josephine (Bozich) Hamner ‘52

Norma Jean (Ward) Webster ’50, Lillian 
(Ward) Mancuso ’51, Patricia (Ward) 
Orosco ’60 and Robert Ward ‘66

Joanne (Cresto) Legerski ‘56

Marilyn (O’Motta) Campus ‘65

Richard T. Fraser ‘81

Charles Beck ’83, brother of Michael Beck 
‘77

Bernard Petric ’68, brother of Joseph Petric 
’67, Mark Petric ’71 and Katherine (Petric) 
Kleinhoffer ‘75

Connor Jennings ‘18, brother of Meghan 
Jennings ‘21

Patrick J. Flynn ’69, father of Patrick G. 
Flynn ’00, brother of John Flynn ’68, 
Mary (Flynn) Tibble ’70, Terry Flynn ’71, 
Michael Flynn ’73, Daniel Flynn ’78, and 
sister Eileen (Flynn) Kaleta ‘74

Cheryl (Zdziarski) Allen ’99, daughter 
of Joseph Zdziarski ’70, sister to John J. 
Zdziarski ‘01

Parent of Alumni

John Hamerla, husband of Rosemarie 
(Jadron) Hamerla ’53, father of Janet 
(Hamerla) McClarence ’88, grandfather to 
Anna Goggins ’16 and Aidan Goggins ’20 
and father-in-law to Michael McClarence 
‘89

Georgiana Pascente, mother of Angie 
Pascente ‘90

James Masterson, father of Brian 
Masterson ’84 and Gina (Masterson) Pilon 
‘86, grandfather to Andrew Masterson ’17, 
Abigail Pilon ’19 and Alexander Masterson 
‘25

Richard Mandella, husband Norma 
(Marizza) Mandella  ’52, father of Richard 
Mandella ’73 and Patricia (Mandella) 
Olszta ’74, grandfather to Edwin Olszta 
’97, Richard Olszta ’98, Megan (Mandella) 
Wells ’99, Jennifer (Olszta) Glynn 
’00, Daniel Olszta ’03, Ryan Mandella 
’03, Kaitlin (Olszta) DiVito ’06, Kevin 
Mandella ’07, great-grandfather to Edwin 
Olszta ’25 and Isabella Olszta ’26, and 
father-in-law to Edwin Olszta, Jr. 74 and 
Jean (White) Mandella ‘74

Peter Stipanovich, husband of Carol 
(O’Connor) Stipanovich ’61, father of 
Sara (Stipanovich) McKinney ’87, Tedd 
Stipanovich ’88 and John Stipanovich ’89, 
grandfather to Clare McKinney ’18, 

Grace McKinney ’20, Isabella Stipanovich 
'24, Nathan Stipanovich ’25 and Lianna 
Stipanovich ‘26

Earl Zastro, father of Michael Zastro ’86, 
the late Kristen Zastro ’87, Laura (Zastro) 
Cissell ’89 and Ryan Zastro ‘94

Marietta O’Heir, mother of John O’Heir 
‘95

Janet Boland, mother of Thomas Boland 
’99 and mother-in-law of Molly (Reiter) 
Boland ‘99

Benefactor

Deacon Robert Kaminski, Cor Unum 
recipient and grandfather to David 
Kaminski, Jr. ’14 and Christopher 
Kaminski ’17, and great grandfather to 
Madison Hudek ‘24

Current Parent

Sara Arias, mother of Alicia Arias ’17, 
David Perkins ’21 and Alexandria Perkins 
‘23

Tracy Kelleher, mother of Noah Kelleher 
‘24SAVE THE DATE

Hello from the Midwest Augustinian Province 
offices in Chicago!

I pray that everyone had a wonderful Easter 
season. As the academic year draws to a 
close, it is evident that the teachings of Saint 
Augustine continue to thrive within the 
walls of Providence Catholic. It is with great 
admiration that I acknowledge the impressive 

accomplishments of the Celtic students in recent months.

Congratulations to the 45 student musicians for their 
first-place achievement at the state level, the Math 
Team for their fifth consecutive year as Regional 
Champions, the Cheer Team for their Sectional victory, 
and Girls Basketball for their Regional Championship 
win. As usual, the successes of the Providence Catholic 
community make me extraordinarily honored to have you 
all as a part of our Province. 

Additionally, I would like to share some exciting news 
about our very own Br. David Relstab, O.S.A. Brother 

David is being featured as a part of our Augustinian 
Vocation outreach initiatives – and we’re featuring his 
stories and love of woodworking on our Vocation social 
media accounts (even our new TikTok @beafriar)! 

May God continue to guide and bless the endeavors of the 
Providence Catholic community as we strive to live out 
our faith and serve Him with love and compassion. We are 
incredibly fortunate to have such a talented community 
of students who inspire us all to strive for excellence and 
live our lives with purpose and meaning. Let us continue 
to support and encourage one another in our collective 
pursuit of fulfilling God's plan for our lives.

Sincerely yours,

Very Rev. Anthony B. Pizzo, O.S.A. 
Prior Provincial of the Midwest Augustinians
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Learn more about Shadow Days, the Placement Exam, 
Junior High Nights, private family tours, Open Houses 
and more at www.providencecatholic.org!
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