
Dear Providence Family, 
 
School officially begins tomorrow!  We celebrated a wonderful welcome to our 
new students on Thursday and Friday of this past week, and now we open 
school for all.  Please be attentive to the important announcements in this 
letter. 
 
This week, as our calendar reflects, we are focusing on connecting with 
students in person before fully beginning our blended instructional model. We 
have a handful of students who have opted for full time, online learning. These 
students will be connecting online Monday-Thursday based on their assigned 
cohort. Otherwise, if your student is part of a cohort that is not in person, 
he/she will not be connecting online Monday-Thursday to their classes. These 
students have the day off. Remember, the color that is represented on the 
day of the week on our calendar, is the cohort that is IN PERSON that day.  
 
On Friday, August 28, we are going to spend the day connecting with students 
in person and online. On this day, the GOLD cohort is in person, while the 
entire GREEN cohort is now online. All full time, online students connect on 
this day. We are hoping this day will allow us to troubleshoot and identify any 
issues for our teachers and students prior to beginning our full blended 
schedule on Monday, August 31st.  
 
Starting Monday, August 31st, if your student’s cohort is not in person, he/she 
is connecting to class via Teams based on the daily schedule. If your student 
opted for full, online learning, he/she will now log in all 5 days of the week, 
regardless of if their cohort is in person or online.  
 
In past letters this summer I have communicated to you the amount of time 
and energy spent on constructing our plan to reopen school.  Now, the hard 
part: we must be honest in our communication and faithful in our observance 
of the guidelines.   
 
Please note the following update to our previous notices.    
 
Masks that have a “vent” (escape holes for air when breathing) will 
not be allowed.  While it is more comfortable for the wearer, these masks 



allow potentially harmful particles to be released into the air.  If your child 
comes to school with such a mask, Providence will provide a replacement mask 
for the first few days of school.  
 
I have observed, in schools that have opened, that some were hit with cases 
of COVID almost immediately, primarily due to students attending parties 
where masks were not worn.  I make the following plea from my heart: 
 

 If your student has been without a mask in the presence of many 
friends (particularly at a party without respect for social 
distance norms), PLEASE DO NOT SEND HIM/HER TO SCHOOL 
FOR 14 DAYS!  It is a clear choice: follow the norm for avoiding 
infection outside of school, or risk returning to the conditions of this past 
semester. 
 

 Please!  Please!  Please monitor your child’s behavior in the upcoming 
weeks, particularly the long Labor Day Weekend!  Again, a clear choice: 
if you would like to be in school, you will do the things necessary to 
accomplish that goal and avoid any behavior that could threaten our 
ability to be on campus.  
 

I know you are all concerned about the health of our children, as am I.  But I 
implore you all to have the same great concern for our faculty and staff, as 
THEY are in greater danger regarding the COVID virus.  We are working hard 
to provide an environment that is safe.  But what good is all of our effort if 
some do not do their part to cooperate in what must be a full community 
effort? 
 
Since I am ultimately the one responsible for our reopening plan, I must, to 
the best of my ability, protect everyone in the building.  I hope that you 
interpret this letter as a call to arms that rallies each of us to do our part to 
safely provide for the education of our children, faculty and staff!  We are 
giving our best to the task at hand---promise me that you will give yours! 
 
My continued prayers for a safe school year, 
 
Blessings! 
 
 
 
 
Fr.  Merk 


