PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

1800 W. Lincoln Highway « New Lenox, lllinois 60451 « (815) 485-2136 » www.providencecatholic.org

Dr. John R. Harper, Principal
jharper@providencecatholic.org

“You have made us for yourself O Lord,
And our hearts are restless, until they rest in you”

Saint Augustine

June 2016

Dear Celtic Parents,

Welcome to the first of many communications you will receive over your time at Providence Catholic.
Specifically, our summertime communications are intended to provide you and your student with the
information needed for a successful start of the 2016-2017 school year, and to acquaint you with the
culture of Providence Catholic High School. A more detailed newsletter concerning this upcoming school
year will be sent in July, but as the newest members of our community, | wanted to make you aware of
some important dates and information as you prepare over the summer for your entrance to Providence
Catholic. That information is enclosed.

Recently, | sent a handwritten note to each member of the Class of 2020
highlighting the Augustinian values of our school, Truth, Unity, and
Love. | am writing today to share with you and your student one of our
all-school daily prayers.

While each class period begins with prayer, we also make it a point to
pray together as a school community each morning and afternoon. The
individual leading afternoon prayer via the school’s intercom system
begins this prayer by stating, “You have made us for yourself O Lord.”
As one, the faculty, staff, and student-body respond, “And our hearts
are restless, until they rest in You.” This single line summarizes the
teachings of Saint Augustine, our human longing for fulfillment cannot
be found in the trappings of the material world, but can only be
satisfied through our relationship with God.

Enjoy the summer! We are honored you chose Providence Catholic and we look forward to seeing you
soon!

Sincerely,

——ceal,

Dr. John R. Harper k

Principal
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Summer Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:30a.m.-11:30 a.m.
(815) 485-2136

Schedule Changes
Monday, August 8, 2016
Freshmen: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Blanchette Learning Commons

Book Sale
Tuesday, August 9, 2016
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Freshman Welcome
Friday, August 12, 2016
7:55a.m.-2:35 p.m.

First Day of Classes
Monday, August 15, 2016

Mandatory Freshman

Parent Meeting
Wednesday, August 24, 2016
7:00 p.m., Cafeteria

First All-School Mass
Friday, August 26, 2016
9:00 a.m.

Meet the Teacher Night
Wednesday, August 31, 2016
7:00 p.m.
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Freshman Family BBQ: We hope you and your family will join us
for the annual Freshman Family BBQ on Wednesday, June 15. All
incoming freshman and their families are invited. The festivities will take
place in Bishop Kaffer Stadium (football field) from 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
For questions and to RSVP, please contact Rachel Ellingson at (815) 717-
3160, or via email at rellingson@providencecatholic.org. This event is
sponsored by the Providence Catholic Student Council, Parent Clubs
and Advancement Office.
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Bring Your Own Device is HERE: Beginning in August, ALL
freshman students are required to bring a device to school on a daily
basis. Included in this packet is a BYOD Program Information Sheet with
very important information to get you started off on the right foot this
school year. Below are a few reminders:

o A smartphone is not an acceptable device. Phones are not permitted in
the classroom unless otherwise communicated by the teacher.

o Alist of minimum specifications is included on the BYOD section of our
website.

o Itis highly recommended that students carry their device in a protective
sleeve. More information about protective sleeves is included in the
BYOD Information Sheet.

o Devices are not needed for Freshman Welcome on Friday, August 12 and
on the First Day of Classes on Monday, August 15. Please leave them at
home.

If you have questions about the BYOD Program, please contact Rosanne
Grigoletti, Technology Director, at rgrigoletti@providencecatholic.org.

Tuition Discount: Providence Catholic offers a $250 tuition
discount if tuition is paid in full by August 1, 2016. Please note that this
discount applies to tuition only and excludes fees and Harvest Drive. This
discount does not apply to families who are receiving financial aid from
the school or Diocese. If you have any questions concerning tuition,
please contact our Tuition Officer at (815) 717-3176. Your first
tuition statement will be mailed the first week of July.
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Required Health Forms: The State of lllinois DHS Certificate of Child Health Examination
form is required for your student’s file and to receive their class schedule.

If you do not already have a physical scheduled for your student, please do so immediately or
they will be missing an important step to receiving their class schedule. The IHSA Sports Physical
DOES NOT release your student’s schedule.

You can download both the State of lllinois and IHSA physical forms from the main page of our
website by clicking on “Current Students” and “Forms.” Both physical forms are listed under
“Health Forms.”

Dress Code: Make sure you have enough polos for the school year and order your school polos today. The link to
order uniforms, and the 2016-2017 dress code policy, can be found on our website by going to the “Student Life” tab
and clicking on “Dress Code.” Students will need to be in uniform for Freshman Welcome on Friday, August 12.

Parent & Student Portals: Beginning this year, we will be using new integrated web portals: ParentPlus and
StudentPlus. These web portals are fully integrated with our student information system and gradebook. They enable
teachers to share data and school/course information with you instantly. The mobile apps for both iOS and Android
will make it easy for you to stay connected as well.

In late July, all parents will receive an email containing login credentials for ParentPlus. Included in that email will be
links to tutorials, user guides and the mobile apps. Please be aware that parents can create individual accounts. Parents
cannot use the same email address. Each parent must have a unigue email address in order to receive login
credentials. If we do not have your current email addresses, please provide it to us by calling the Main Office at
(815) 717-3143. Freshmen students will receive their own login credentials for StudentPlus during the first week of
classes.

Visit Our New Website: Providence Catholic has a new website! We invite you to become familiar with our
website as it is a very important point of contact for day to day information for you and your student. Please visit
www.providencecatholic.org today. We have also included a sheet, “Helpful Tips for Navigating the New PCHS Website”
in this packet of information.

Youth Summer Camps and Fall Athletic Tryouts: Our youth academic and athletic summer camps are
underway. For more information concerning the camps offered at Providence Catholic, visit the “Youth Summer Camp”
button under the “Quick Links” portion of our website. Information regarding all fall sport tryouts will be included in the
July Family Newsletter.

Freshman Service Project: A.C.T.S. Hours (A Call to Serve): The Freshman A.C.T.S. program
integrates the core Augustinian values of truth, unity and love, and gives students a chance to reflect upon the
importance of giving of themselves for the benefit of their family and the larger community. Freshmen are required to
complete ten total hours of service for their families, parish, school or community. While more information will be given
in the fall concerning this program, it is never too early to start service hours! For more information, please visit the
“Faith Life” section of our website and click on “A.C.T.S. Hours.”

Host Families for International Students: Providence Catholic is pleased to
partner with Educatius International to provide opportunities for teens from around the
globe to growth in faith, knowledge, and character as part of our Providence Catholic
family. Educatius International is currently looking for potential families who will consider
hosting students. Hosting an international student comes with many rewards. Host
families are provided with a stipend to offset some of the additional expenses of an extra
teenager living in the home. But the real reward of hosting comes from the meaningful
lifelong relationships created. For more information about becoming a host family, please
visit the “Quick Links” section on the main page of our website.
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Bring Your Own Device Program
Information for the Class of 2020

As you know by now, all freshmen will be required to “Bring Your Own Device” beginning this school year.
Freshmen will be required to have their laptop/tablets throughout the school day for educational use. In
addition to class activities, students can also use the laptop for note taking and organization.

Please keep in mind that a smartphone is not an acceptable device, since it does not meet our minimum
specifications. Students may use their phones ONLY with the permission of the classroom teacher.

Learn more about our BYOD program on our website. Please pay particular attention to the minimum
specifications and the FAQs. If you have any questions, please contact PCHS Technology Director Rosanne
Grigoletti at rgrigoletti@providencecatholic.org.

Getting Started

The Technology Staff will help students get started with their laptops/tablets through visits to the Health,
Intro to Catholicism, and Intro to Technology classes over a period of several days. Technology staff will
assist students with their devices and show students how to: connect to the Wi-Fi, login to our internet
filter, access Office 365/SharePoint, install Office, check email, receive their StudentPlus login credentials,
use OneNote for note-taking and organization, and more.

Students should NOT bring their device the first day of classes. The Technology Staff will begin classroom
visits on the second day of classes.

Protective Sleeves

Students are highly encouraged to carry their device in a protective sleeve, with or without a shoulder
strap. This will help protect the device when traveling throughout the school. The bag should be large
enough only to contain the device, power cable, and ear buds/headset. For safety and space reasons,
students may not carry a traditional backpack or book bag. See some examples of acceptable sleeve case
bags by going to www.amazon.com and search using the keywords “laptop+sleeve+strap”.

Keeping Devices Secure

It is extremely important that students secure their devices in a locker when not in use! Students should
never grant others access to their hallway or athletic lockers by key or combination. In-season athletes are
provided with a locker in his/her designated locker room. Students should be sure to keep all belongings
in their assigned lockers and then lock it securely. Students also have the option to use the charging
lockers after school (see next section).

During the first week of classes, students will be required to register their device with PCHS. We will email
a form which asks for student name, device make/model, and serial number. This information will help us
identify lost or missing devices.
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Charging Devices

Students should come to school each day with the device battery fully charged. Battery life depends on
many factors, particularly how the device is being used. Playing games, watching movies and unnecessary
multi-tasking will run down battery life significantly. Students are expected to use their device in a way
that conserves power so it is available for educational use during class.

If students need to charge their laptops/tablets, each classrooms is equipped with a power strip and USB
wall chargers for student use (with teacher permission). We also have a limited number of charging lockers
located in the hallways between the gyms, near the Learning Commons and in the cafeteria. These
lockers will be accessible after school as well as during the school day. Students must bring the device’s
power adapter or charging cable to make use of the outlets and charging stations. We also highly
recommend using spare batteries or external power bricks.

Microsoft Office

There is no need to purchase Microsoft Office! Our school Microsoft license agreement will provide each
student with the latest version of Office. As such, all PCHS students are eligible for the following:

e The latest versions of Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
OneNote, Outlook, Access and Publisher. Offl ce
e Full software installation on up to five PCs or Macs, and the

Office apps on other mobile devices including Windows tablets 7 s
e CACACDLAE

e One terabyte of OneDrive cloud storage
o Office Online

The Technology Staff will assist students with download and installation during the first week of classes.

Additional Software & Apps

During the summer, we will send an email (and post on our website) with a list of recommended apps and
software to be installed on student laptops/tablets.

Loaner Devices

Students are required to bring a device every day for educational purposes, to enhance their classroom
experience. However, we know that there may be occasional circumstances that may prevent the student
from having their device, such as repair. We will have a limited number of laptops that can be checked out
from the Learning Commons. Loaner devices may not leave campus; the student must return it to the
Learning Commons at the end of the school day.

Please remember that the use of loaner devices is intended to help students on a temporary basis only. If
your family needs assistance, please visit the financial aid page of our website to learn about applying for
aid.

Technology Support

Students are always welcome to visit to the Technology Office for assistance. We are happy to help
answer questions about network accounts, Wi-Fi access, Office 365, StudentPlus, personal devices,
software and more. The Technology Office is open from 7:30 AM to 3:15 PM on days when school is in
session.
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HELPFUL TIPS FOR NAVIGATING THE NEW PCHS WEBSITE
MEGA-MENUS

At the top of the window, there are resources for different groups, including Current Students
and Parents.

Future Students | Current Students | Parents | Alumni | Faculty & Staff

E QA

PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

About~ Student Life~ Faith Life- Academics~ Admissions~ Athletics~ Support PCHS~

Clicking on any of the group names will bring up that group’s mega-menu.
Mega-menus contain links to the information and resources most often used by that group.
Shown below is the mega-menu for Current Students.

Resources For Future Students | Current Students | Parents | Alumni | Faculty & Staff

Current Students

Activities & Clubs Learning Commons

Atomic Learning Lunch Menu

Bell schedules Naviance
Calendar SharePoint Login
Counseling Department Student Handbook

Edline Tech Resources

Forms Tutoring

Q, search Providence Catholic High school

SEARCH TOOL

At any time, you can click on the Search icon in the upper right corner, and then type in some
keywords to find the information you need.

The search tool is also included in each mega-menu. Search

esources For Future Students | Current Students | Parents | Alumni | Faculty & Staff
Q)




RETURNING TO THE HOME PAGE

From any page, you can return to the home page by clicking/tapping on the Providence Catholic
High School banner at the top of any page.

You can also click on “Home”, which is included in the “breadcrumbs” above the header of each

page.

Click to # ' Ji PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

return to 3

home page About- Student Life- Faith Life- Academics~ Admissions- Athletics~ Support PCHS~

> Deans’ Office

Breadcrumbs

Bookstore

Deans’ Office
G+ | (& Print M PDF

Cafeteria Food Service
Counseling Department
¥ Deans’ Office

Our goal is to assist students with personal growth in order to become responsible members of the Providence Catholic
community.

Forms

MOBILE VIEW

The mega-menus are available at the top of the mobile view.
Clicking on the menu icon (shown below) will display the other drop-down menus. The search
tool is at the bottom of that list.

Below are screen shots from a smartphone.

Mega— Resources For Future Students |

CATHOLIC

Menus idents | Parents | Alumni | HIGH

Faculty & Staff
About .

PROVIDENCE

CATHOLIC Student Life -
Faith Life
Academics .
Admissions -
Athletics . \
Support PCHS .

Daily Schedule
1 caaana Search tool
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Contact PCHS
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