
 
 
 
 
August 27, 2019 
 
Dear Parents & Students,  
 
I am writing to you today to announce two very important events that will be occurring at Providence 
Catholic this week and next.  
 
A.L.I.C.E. Assembly & Intruder Drills: Thursday, August 29th  
 
As stated on the school calendar, on Thursday, August 29, 2019, we will be holding an assembly for our 
freshmen, transfer and new international students to present the procedures for a violent intruder 
situation. Much like practicing for a fire or tornado, this presentation is aimed at educating our students 
on the current best practices should a violent intruder enter the school building. I will be joined by 
Deputy Jeff Jerz of the Will County Sherriff's Office, as well as Officer Paul Simon of the New Lenox Police 
Department to present A.L.I.C.E.  
 

A.L.I.C.E. is a proactive, option-based program, intended to 
heighten student survival in the event of a violent intruder 
incident at school. It has been adopted by the United States 
Department of Education and mandated by the Illinois State 
Board of Education. Our faculty and staff, as well as the 
sophomore-senior classes, have already been trained in 
A.L.I.C.E. and they will play an integral role in training our new 
students.  In the aftermath of this training, many faculty, staff 
and students commented feeling empowered by A.L.I.C.E.  
Obviously, A.L.I.C.E. is not a solution to school violence.  A 
single cure-all does not exist.  The program does equip 
students and teachers with skills to increase survivability.  We 
pray that we never have to deploy these skills.   
 
After this assembly, we will be running some all-school 
intruder drills. Please know that these are drills and you should 
not be alarmed. If you have any questions concerning A.L.I.C.E. 
or intruder drills, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
jharper@providencecatholic.org.  

 
Road to Reality: Wednesday, September 4th  

According to the 2017 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, among high school 
students during the past 30 days:  

• 30% drank some amount of alcohol. 
• 14% binge drank. 
• 6% drove after drinking alcohol. 
• 17% rode with a driver who had been drinking alcohol. 
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To date in Will County, there have been 70 deaths due to a drug overdose; 49 (70%) of those deaths 
were due to heroin/fentanyl use (Will County Coroner’s Office). The consequences of underage drinking 
and drug use are all-encompassing, impacting family, school, and the local community.  Logically, any 
initiative to reduce or eliminate the alarming trend of teen alcohol and drug abuse must also be far-
reaching, promoting a partnership between parents, school officials, and municipal and village leaders.  
Providence Catholic has entered such partnership with local and county wide groups to bring 
Road to Reality to PCHS on Wednesday, September 4th from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

The Administration, Faculty and Staff of Providence Catholic High School are committed to combating 
student alcohol abuse by reshaping our students’ view of reality. Road to Reality is a powerful and 
compelling program illustrating the potentially horrifying consequences of underage drinking, drunk 
driving and use of drugs.  Groups of students, parents and community members will be escorted along 
the Road to Reality, six scenes depicting the decisions made and consequences of, under-age drinking,  
drunk driving and drug use.  By design, the program is intense, suitable for high school students and 
their parents.  While some middle school students may be mature enough to handle the content, we do 
not recommend it for any child under ten years of age.  Providence Catholic students who complete the 
Road to Reality will receive a dress-down sticker for school the next day.  

Due to the overwhelming response of attendees when PCHS hosted this event in 2017, we are now 
encouraging students and parents to reserve their tour time online. Tours will begin every 15-minutes 
beginning at 5 p.m. with the last tour leaving at 7:45 p.m. We hope this process will eliminate long lines 
and wait times for tours. A limited number of walk-ins will be allowed each tour. However, we cannot 
guarantee that all walk-ins will be placed on a tour.  
 
To reserve your spot for Road to Reality, click on the reservation link below. Reservations close at 11 p.m. 
on Sunday, September 1st.  
 

ROAD TO REALITY RESERVATION 
 
Also available at Road to Reality, the Providence Catholic Counseling Department is hosting a Health & 
Wellness Resource Fair.  Representatives from local community resources will be available at this fair to 
discuss topics such as student motivation, stress, anxiety, along with the many other obstacles that our 
young people face. These resources will be set up in the Brown Student Commons beginning at 4:30 
pm. Please feel free to meet with them, ask questions, request tips, etc. while you wait for your Road to 
Reality tour to begin.  

Today, students were shown a clip from Plainfield North High School Road to Reality to familiarize them 
with what they will be experiencing. We invite you to click on the link below to watch the same video.  

 
WHAT IS ROAD TO REALITY? 

 
If you have any questions about Road to Reality, please do not hesitate to reach out to our Road to 
Reality Coordinator, Mrs. Melissa Sallade at msallade@providencecatholic.org.  
 
In Truth, Unity and Love,  
 
 
 
Dr. John R. Harper 
Principal  
 
JRH:ms 
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