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FAMILY NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2016

A NOTE FROM DR. HARPER

‘ A week ago, members of the Providence Catholic faculty, staff, and administration joined
representatives from other Augustinian high schools located in the United States, Australia,
England, and Ireland, in Tulsa, Oklahoma and attended two institutes entitled, “City of God” and
“AVI: Augustinian Values Institute.” The purpose of these three-day institutes was to equip us with
the knowledge and the skills needed so we can better cultivate the ministry of Jesus Christ to our
students, and to grow in our love of God and neighbor, the hallmarks of the Augustinian order.

The institute sought to move us away from the selfishness imposed by the “City of Man” and
towards the selfless gift of love offered by the “City of God.” Through sacred scripture passages,
we were challenged to view our work as a decisively pastoral vocation. We were taught, “to elevate the teacher to
pastor, is a lifetime of exploring a deeper relationship with God.” On Wednesday, October 26, we invite you to listen to
our all-school prayer on the Providence Catholic website about the insights gained during our time at these institutes.
Below is a listing of the Providence Catholic representatives at City of God and AVI.

We all thank you for the opportunity to work with your student and we humbly ask for your prayers as we each continue
to grow in our relationship with God and trust this relationship will guide and direct our work with students and family.

In truth, unity and love, 2016 City of God & AVI Representatives “
__/f:;:-——@a | [ Fr. Richard McGrath, OSA, President \

) Fr. John Merkelis, OSA, Pastoral Director “/
Dr. John R. Harper Dr. John Harper, Principal

Mr. Brock Austrums, World Language Department
Mrs. Marynell Begeske, Math Department

Mrs. Eileen Copenhaver, Technology Department
Mrs. Gail McMaster, Administrative Assistant /
Mrs. June Persicketti, Administrative Assistant

Principal

Please accept our sincere gratitude to families and patrons for your

generous contributions to this year's Harvest Drive, which has
" generated more than $355,000, exceeding our goal of $300,000. All

l_—l arvest D IV proceeds from the Harvest Drive are applied to the school's operating

expenses.

Patrons may still support Harvest Drive by purchasing an ad listing through October 31. All late money will be credited
toward each family’s minimum obligation, but will not be applied toward student prize incentives.

Congratulations to J. Sawyers who was the $10,000 grand prize winner, M. Buckley ($2,000 1** prize) and M. Spodarek
(51,000 2" prize). The top salesperson for the school was junior Meghan Morrissette who raised $3,100. All winners
are posted on the Harvest Drive page of the Providence Catholic website.



http://www.providencecatholic.org/harvestdrive/#advertising
http://www.providencecatholic.org/news/harvest-drive-results/

Students/families that exceeded their quota by at least $100 will receive an email later this month with instructions on
how to select your Harvest Drive prize incentive. View Prize Incentives

The 2016-2017 E-Directory will be posted in early November. Please contact Mrs. Jamie O’Brien, Harvest Drive
Coordinator with any questions relating to Harvest Drive at (815) 717-3163.

HARVEST DRIVE FREE DAYS: NO SCHOOL

Following tradition, we will celebrate reaching our Harvest Drive goal with TWO FREE
days off of school. These days are NOT on the calendar. Please update your calendars
accordingly. School will not be in session on the following days:

Thursday, April 13, 2017 (Holy Thursday)
Friday, April 28, 2017 (Prom)

TUITION: HARVEST DRIVE

Each Providence Catholic student was required to raise $350 or $500 for families with two or more students. If this
quota was not achieved, the difference will be added to your November tuition statement for your December 1
payment. If immediate payment causes an issue, please call the Providence Catholic tuition office at (815) 717-3176
with your plan to pay your Harvest Drive obligation.

TUITION: BOOK SALE CREDITS

Tuition credits from the 2016 Book Sale will appear on the October tuition statement. If your tuition account has a
zero/credit balance, or your student has graduated, a check will be mailed by mid-October. If you do not receive your
credit or have any questions, please contact Mrs. Michele Szewczyk via email at mszewczyk@providencecatholic.org.

REGISTER YOUR CHILD’S BYOD DEVICE: About a month

ago, we emailed the designated primary parent of each family with a link to a form to
register student devices with us. Thanks to all those parents who provided the
information already! To date, there are still about 60 Freshmen devices that are still
unregistered. Our Technology Staff has already returned several devices to students
who left them in classrooms; they used the registration information to track down the owner.

We sent another email on Tuesday 10/4/16 to all freshmen families who have not registered. Please check your inbox
or junk mail folder for it. If you have a sophomore, junior or senior and have not yet registered his/her device, please
email our registrar Mrs. Laurie Ford to request the form (Lford@providencecatholic.org).

QUIKLUNCH PROGRAM: The QuikLunch program is off to a great start! About half of our students

have taken advantage of it, paying for their meals with their ID card. We encourage all of our students to use this system.
Remember that if you need to add money to the student account, you have the option of logging in to PayForlt.com
where a fee will be charged. Otherwise, you can send a check to PCHS and the amount will be credited without a fee.
Checks should be made payable to Providence Catholic; please indicate QuikLunch and the student name in the memo.
No matter which payment method is used, all parents can login to PayForlt.com to check the balance and see how the
students are spending the money on their account.

If you have not set up your Payforlt account yet, it is not too late! Just email quiklunch@providencecatholic.org and we
will resend you the information needed to create your account.



http://www.providencecatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/prizes.pdf
mailto:jobrien@providencecatholic.org?subject=Harvest%20Drive%20Question
mailto:mszewczyk@providencecatholic.org
mailto:Lford@providencecatholic.org
mailto:quiklunch@providencecatholic.org

WINTER SPORTS TRYOUTS: Included in this newsletter is a flier of

information pertaining to all of the dates and times for winter sports tryouts. This season
includes: Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball, Bowling and Wrestling.

Tryouts for the 2016-2017 Competitive Cheer Season are Monday, October 24, 2016 from 3:30
p.m. - 6:30 pm. Tryouts will be held at TCA in Mokena. Please email Coach Laura Duesing at
pchscheer@comcast.net for the tryout waivers. All candidates must also have a current sports
physical on file with the Athletic Department.

BT LTI

$oenMee Beins sin

. Tryouts for
WINTER SPORTS PASSES: R v sy 0
o . 2016-17 Competitive Season
Show your Celtic Spirit and support our student athletes this winter! ~ Mon., Oct. 24, 2016
Information for season only or all year athletic passes is included at the 3:30-6:30 PM.

end of this newsletter.

COLLEGE TOUR & UPCOMING FAIRS

EAST COAST COLLEGE TOUR: sees colleges in five days including the University of Pennsylvania,

Villanova University, Georgetown University, The Catholic University of America and others! We are making available an
East coast college tour through Education First for our students. One of our college counselors, Frank Palmasani, will be
traveling with our students. The tour starts June 5, 2017 and concludes on June 9, 2017. Included is airfare and
transportation, hotel accommodations, overnight security, two meals a day, all gratuities, guided tours and activities, a
full time tour director, illness and accident coverage, a traveler support team and 24-hour emergency assistance. The
student tour fee is only $1984. More information is available by clicking on this link.

UPCOMING COLLEGE FAIRS: The annual College Fair in which Providence Catholic and other local

high schools participate will be held at Joliet Junior College again this year. Over 125 colleges and universities will be
represented at this College Fair on Wednesday, October 19, from 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Moraine Valley is also hosting a
College Career Night on Wednesday, October 12, from 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. These are great opportunities to meet with
various college representatives with your sons and daughters and gather information.

BOOKSTORE VOLUNTEERS: Bookstore “angels” are parents and grandparents of our students who

volunteer in the Bookstore for a specific shift each week either before school (7:15 a.m.-8:15 a.m.) or after school (2:15
p.m.-3:15 p.m.) to help in the daily routine of selling books and clothing to students. If you have time available and can
volunteer on a once a week basis, please call the Bookstore at (815) 717-3155.

PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS OF PRESENT SENIORS

We would like to list in the graduation program the names of parents and
grandparents of graduating seniors who are alumni of Providence Catholic. This
will recognize the continuity and consistency of a Providence Catholic education
in our community. If you graduated from Providence Catholic and are the parent

or the grandparent of a current Providence Catholic senior, please contact Mrs.
The Class Of Kathy Ball at (815) 717-3177 so that your name may be included in the program.



mailto:pchscheer@comcast.net
http://www.providencecatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/eftours2017.pdf

UPCOMING AYM EVENTS & DRIVES:

AYM BLOOD DRIVE: TUESDAY, 10/25
8:00 A.M. — 1:00 P.M., IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY GYM (SMALL GYM)

Save a life and participate in The Augustinian Youth Ministry Blood Drive! Please bring a photo
ID with you on this day. Parents and families are invited to participate and will receive priority.
No appointment is necessary. If any parents would like to volunteer to work the blood drive,

please contact Mrs. Williams via email at jwilliams@providencecatholic.org or via phone at BLOOD

(815) 717-3158. DRIVE

AYM FOOD DRIVE: NOV. 14- NOV. 18

The AYM Thanksgiving Food Drive will run from November 14 - November 18. Cardboard
boxes will be available in room 117 to collect nonperishable food items.

AYM TOY DRIVE: DEC. S - DEC. 9

The AYM Christmas Toy/Gift Card Drive will run from December 5 - December 9. The Pediatric Oncology Treasure
Chest Foundation is accepting donations to benefit the children and teens fighting cancer. The Treasure Chest Program
tries to provide comfort and distraction from the painful cancer treatments.

A list of suggested GIFT CARDS (in increments of $5.00) for a teen include: Walmart,
Target, Best Buy, McDonalds, any fast food, or any franchise a teen would shop at. The
toy drive will be in memory of Matt Lulinski, Class of 2012. TOYS may be games, action
figures, etc,, for children under the age of 10. Gift cards and toys may be dropped off in
room 117. Thank you in advance for your generous donation.

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER CALENDAR

Below is important pertinent to events in October and November. Please refer to the
calendar online and in your ParentPlus portal for a full listing of school events.

ALL-SCHOOL TESTING: WEDNESDAY, 10/19

This year Providence Catholic High School will be administering standardized testing on Wednesday, October 19.
Attendance is required for all Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors.

Dlsmlssjat::;:::s PSAT 11:30 a.m. There will be bus service this day at
ACT 11:45am dismissal. Buses will arrive at 11:45 a.m.
Freshmen & Sophomores: 11:45 a.m.
Seniors are not in session on that day.

INFORMATION FOR ALL-SCHOOL TESTING

e Students should arrive by 7:45 am. All students must be in dress code on testing day.
o All students are to have two #2 pencils and an approved calculator. You may NOT use mechanical pencils.


mailto:jwilliams@providencecatholic.org

o All students: When you have completed your test and are dismissed, you must leave the building. If you are
waiting for a ride or for others who ride with you to and from school, you must wait outside of the building or
in the cafeteria. If you are a bus rider, busses will be here at 11:45 a.m.

The ACT ASPIRE test will be given to our Freshmen and Sophomores. The majority of the test will be given on
October 19, and will include testing in English, Reading, and Science. Testing in Mathematics will take place on
October 26 or 27 during the regularly scheduled Math block. The writing component will be given on November 1 or 2
during the regularly scheduled English block. Juniors will take either the PSAT or a retired (practice) ACT on the
morning of October 19.

DIOCESAN DRESS DOWN DAY: FRIDAY, 10/21

Dress Down Day on Friday 10/21 will be a dress down day for the Diocese of Joliet Catholic Schools. Stickers will be
sold during lunches next week for $2.00. On Friday, once the 1* period bell rings, stickers will be $5.00.

FALL MUSICAL: YOU'RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN
OCTOBER 27, 28, 29 AND 30, 2016

Join the Providence Catholic Theatre Program as they perform “You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown.” For more
information, please see the official program poster at the end of this newsletter.

RED RIBBON WEEK: MONDAY, 10/24-FRIDAY, 10/28

Red Ribbon Week is October 24 - October 28, 2016. The Red Ribbon Campaign began in 1985 as a response to the
torture and death of federal drug enforcement agent, Enrique Camarena. Wearing and displaying red ribbons are
signs that you are against the promotion, sale, purchase and use of illegal drugs or any drug used in an illegal or
unhealthy way. This includes the use of alcohol by anyone under the age of 21.

Many departments, clubs and organizations come together to promote this week throughout the Providence Catholic
Community. Events for the week include:

e Red ribbon wristband distribution by the Counseling Department on Monday, October 24, 2016.

e Augustinian Youth Ministry (AYM) members will man tables presenting educational information on alcohol
and other drugs in the cafeteria during lunches throughout the week.

e Health classes are working on their Alcohol and Other Drugs Unit during this time and will be creating and
setting up educational posters in the cafeteria.

e During their Theology classes, all students will hear presentations about the Providence Catholic Student
Assistance Program from members of the Student Assistance Team, Fr. Merkelis and Mrs. Annie Persicketti.

Wednesday, October 26 is WEAR RED DAY. Students may be out of dress code on this day if a MAJOR article of
clothing is predominantly red.

Red Ribbon Week sometimes stirs up emotions in our students, especially those who may have been touched by the
effects of alcohol and other drugs. As always, our Counseling Department is available for any students who need to
talk. As you can see, a lot of people are working together to make Red Ribbon Week a success! Thank you to everyone
for their support.

ALL SAINTS DAY MASS: TUESDAY, 11/1
9:20 A.M., SACRED HEART GYMNASIUM

FRESHMEN/SOPHOMORE PARENT COLLEGE NIGHT: WED. 11/2
7:00 P.M., IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY GYMNASIUM (SMALL GYM)




The purpose of this night is to help parents through the college selection process. Especially if you are a “first timer” at
sending a son or daughter to college, the information presented by our own college counselors will prove helpful.
Explained will be what Providence Catholic does to prepare students for college, timelines, etc. Please plan to join us.
The presentation should not last more than about 45 minutes to an hour. Our college counselors will then be available
for individual questions.

STUDENT COUNCIL INSTALIATION CEREMONY: FRIDAY, 11/18
9:00 A.M., SACRED HEART GYMNASIUM (BIG GYM)

Join us as we install the officers and members of the 15-16 Providence Catholic Student Council. Student Council
members and their parents are invited to a reception in the Immaculate Heart of Mary Gymnasium (Small Gym) after
the ceremony.

ALL-SCHOOL THANKSGIVING MASS: TUESDAY, 11/24
9:00 A.M., SACRED HEART GYMNASIUM (BIG GYM)

HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Classes will not be in session on the following days:

Wednesday, November 23, 2016
Thursday, November 24,2016
Friday, November 25, 2016

Classes will resume Monday, November 28, 2016

PC@HS MEN'S CLUB & WOMEN'S CLUB EVENTS

M EN'S CLU B Please click on the links below for more information about upcoming
Men’s & Women'’s Clubs events.

Men'’s Club: Hockey Outing at Arctic Ice Arena: Friday, November 18

Women'’s Club: Casino Night Fundraiser: Saturday, October 22

Ladies Shopping Night: Thursday, November 17

CALLING ALL FUTURE CELTICS!
8™ GRADE SHADOW DAYS: ONLINE REGISTRATION

For more information on our Shadow Days, and to schedule a visit online, please visit
the Shadow Day section of our website. Questions? Please contact Mrs. Rachel
Ellingson, Director of Enrollment at (815) 717-3160, or via email at
rellingson@providencecatholic.org.

PCHS OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY, 11/20



http://www.providencecatholic.org/calendar/mens-club-hockey-outing/
http://www.providencecatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/casino-night.pdf
http://www.providencecatholic.org/calendar/womens-club-shopping-night/
http://www.providencecatholic.org/admissions/shadow-days/
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The Providence Catholic Open House will be held on Sunday, November 20, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. If you have
friends and family interested in considering Providence Catholic, please encourage them to attend. Tours begin every
few minutes from the Sacred Heart Gymnasium. All academic, athletic and extra-curricular programs are represented
on this day, as well as many other Providence Catholic departments.

This time is a wise investment for serious parents and students. Providence Catholic parents are our best spokespersons.
Please tell others about your satisfaction with Providence Catholic and assist us in spreading the good news about
Catholic education.

8™ GRADE PIACEMENT EXAM, SATURDAY, 1/14/17

All current 8™ graders who would like to be considered for admission to Providence Catholic as freshmen in the fall of
2017 must take the placement exam on Saturday, January 14, 2017. Students should arrive by 7:45 a.m. The test fee is
$25.00. Please note that calculators are not permitted for the exam. If you are a Providence Catholic family and have
an 8" grade student, they must take the placement test on this day to be considered for admission.

For more information on all upcoming future Celtic events, please click on the links below:

SHADOW DAYS PCHS OPEN HOUSE PIACEMENT EXAM

PCHS ADMISSIONS TIMELINE

CONNECT WITH THE OFFICIAL PROVIDENCE
CATHOLIC PAGES ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

FOLLOW US ON

, w Twitter: hitps://twitter.com/PCHS Celtics

LIKE us on Facebook
@Jm’mgw Providence Catholic High School (Official Site)
FRIEND “Charlie Celtic” on Facebook

n Find us on: Instagram: pchs_celfics
facebook.
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WINTER SPORTS TRYOUTS/PRACTICE

Bowling
Oct. 24, 25, 27,28, 2016

At Laraway Lanes 3:15-4:30 P.M. All are welcome!
1009 W Laraway Rd., New Lenox, IL

Girls Basketball Tryouts:

Oct. 31, 2016

Freshman & Sophs 3:00 P.M.-5:30 P.M.
Varsity 5:30 P.M.-8:00 P.M.

There are 4 Teams, Frosh A&B, Sophs and Varsity — All are welcome to
tryout!

Boys Basketball Tryouts: i

Nov. 7, 2016 Nov. 8, 2016 Nov. 9, 2016 e
Frosh 3-5:30 Frosh 3-5:00 Frosh 3-5:00 —
Sophs 3-6:00 Sophs 3-5:00 Sophs 3:5:00
Var 6-9:00 Var 5-7:00 Var 5-7:00

(all P.M.)

Wrestling:
November 7, 2016

3:00 P.M. — Wrestling Stage/Room - No Cuts, come out and join the
team! Any questions, talk to Coach Healy, Coach Ditzler or Coach Lenahan



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIjk44vlwsgCFYaZgAodotgDPw&url=https://secure.marquettecatholic.org/page/contribute/boys-basketball-clinic&bvm=bv.105039540,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNExR_IoeY8cyeowElkrEfLCFsdjTQ&ust=1444940520015145

PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
1800 W. Lincoln Highway, New Lenox, IL 60451

Doug Ternik, Athletic Director 815-717-3169
Mark Smith, Assistant Athletic Director 815-717-3168
Sandy Arthurs, Athletic Administrative Assistant 815-717-3170

815-485-8256 Fax

October 7, 2016

Dear Parents:

Season passes are now available for winter sport athletic events. As you know, your Celtic son or
daughter will use their student I.D. to enter all home events. We feel it is a great opportunity for the
family to get out and enjoy an evening together. It is also a nice way to support your school teams.
Of course, if you purchased an “all sports” pass this past August, you already have access to all
Providence Catholic Home Events.

This winter there are nine (9) home boys’ basketball games and six (6) home girls’ basketball games.
Choose one of the plans below and return to the athletic office with your check. Your passes will
be given to your son or daughter at school. Note: There will not be a wrestling pass available due
to the fact that the team only has three (3) home matches.

The regular admission at the door for boy’s events will be $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for students
(as mandated by the Chicago Catholic League). Admission at the door for girl’s events will be $4.00
for adults and $3.00 for students, this includes Frosh games in conjunction with Varsity contests.
As you can see, purchasing a sports pass is not only a great way to support your teams, but a great
bargain.

Doug Ternik
Athletic Director

GO CELTICS!!!!
HOME OF 30 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHIES

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL Adult $20.00 Family $ 40.00
BOYS’ BASKETBALL Adult $40.00 Family $ 80.00
Name

Check Amount $ .00




PROVIDENCE

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

THEATRE CLUB PRESENTS

“YOUWRE AGOOD

AN

Musical based on The Comic Strip "Peanuts" by Charles M. Schultz. Book, Music and Lyrics by Clark M. Gesner
Produced by arrangement with TAMS-WITMARK MUSIC LIBRARY, INC. 560 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022

PERFORMANCE DATES PRE-ORDER TICKETS/QUESTIONS
* Thursday, October 27 @ 7 PM 815-485-2136 ext. 3323
* Friday, October 28 @ 7 PM theatre@providencecatholic.org

» Saturday, October 29 @ 7 PM
e Sunday, October 30* @ 3 PM

LOCATION * SPECIAL *

Billie Limacher Theatre “Puppy Chow with Snoopy”

Bicentennial Park (Joliet) Sunday, October 30 @ 1 pm
201 W Jefferson St $20 includes:

COST 1 adult & 1 child ticket
Adult - $8.00 food & fun activities
Child/Senior/Student - $5.00 (nut free food)
Puppy Chow w/ Snoopy - $20.00

1800 W. Lincoln Highway « New Lenox, IL 60451 « www.providencecatholic.org


http://www.providencecatholic.org/
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